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WORDS of HOPE
A Christmas Blessing
An Unexpected Gift of Very Needed Vehicles

W

hat a Christmas blessing! On December 21, 2018,
our CEO, Melissa Leathery, received a call from
Jed Parks with A.B.A.T.E. and Bob Reder at Gene
Latta Ford, Inc. informing us that we were gifted two vans for
transportation needs for our children, which include medical
appointments, visits with family and community outings.
As Melissa struggled to find the right words in her state
of amazement, Jed simply said, Merry Christmas! We owe
this blessing to our dear friends from Pete Kuhns’ Memorial
Christmas for Kids Charities and A.B.A.T.E. of PA Mason Dixon
Chapter. The vans were delivered the very next morning with
big shiny, red bows.
Saying thank you
just doesn’t seem
like enough, but
from the bottom of
our hearts, we are
beyond grateful for
their kindness, and
for having them as
part of our Hoffman
family!
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It’s hard to put into words how much the Pete
Kuhn’s Memorial Christmas for Kids Ride
means to our children in care. The ride took place
on November 10, 2018, and is the highlight of our
kids’ time here and a wonderful way to kick off the
holiday season with Santa leading the way! We
are so grateful to our dear friends from A.B.A.T.E.
of PA Mason Dixon Chapter. Your compassion,
your kindness and true passion for helping the
children is a blessing!

Our December Board of Directors meeting was extra special because the
children from music therapy performed, and ornaments were given to
each Board Member made by the girls in Zion residence. Pictured below is
Julia singing acapella “The Christmas Shoes.” Needless to say, this was a
very emotional performance and took quite a bit of courage to perform.
We are very grateful to our board for their dedication to our program!
On Christmas Day, owners of The Altland House in Abbottstown, PA, Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Haugh, opened their doors to our children and staff and served an amazing
Christmas meal! The day is organized by Board Member, Dan Sharrer, and his wife,
Darlene. Volunteers provided transportation, prepared the food and served it to the
children. The food was delicious, but the dessert is what excited the children the most,
so much so that they ran out, and Mr. Haugh whipped up another one on the spot!
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make Christmas special for our children and staff!

Mr. and Mrs. Claus made
a special stop at Hoffman
Homes for Youth on
Christmas Eve to wish the
children and staff a very
Merry Christmas! Thank you
to Kim and Michael Lentz
from JD Carpets for creating
Christmas magic for the
children!

The Holiday
Gift Program at
Hoffman Homes for
Youth brings such
joy to our children
in care. Because
of the generosity
of local community
members and
churches, every child received
individual gifts, as well as, gifts
and community outings to be
shared among each residence.
Our dedicated volunteers helped
to spread some holiday cheer
by sorting and wrapping gifts.
Thank you to everyone who
helped make our children’s
Christmas wishes come true!

The 2018 Hoffman Academy Holiday Door
Decorating Contest was all about creativity and
working together. Judges had a tough time
ranking these masterpieces! A special thanks to
Ms. Swenson and Ms. Dawes classroom who
also decorated the bulletin board in the dining hall
- their stockings were hung by the chimney with
care!
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Hoffman Academy Talent Show to Kick Off Winter Break

T

his school year Hoffman Academy had the pleasure of bringing back the annual Talent Show to kick off the winter
break! The show was an all time best for both the staff and youth in care. Staff from multiple departments were
able to build relationships as they collaboratively showed their hearts for our youth by working hard to get the show
ready. Staff worked on planning the show by creating a schedule of practices, supervising the youth during these times,
communicating all imperative information to campus, and encouraging our youth to share their talents. Students were able to
build new relationships with both staff and peers as everyone was so supportive and encouraging, both during performances
and throughout the day with encouragement to remain safe to qualify for participation in the show. On the day of the show,
the chapel was filled and overflowing with smiles, joy, laughter, encouragement, talent, and confidence shared by staff,
youth families and outside treatment teams that cannot be denied! We are eagerly looking forward to next year’s show and
would like to send a big
thank you to Ms. Inayah
Pogue, all the staff that
volunteered their time,
and all the families that
came to support our
youth and make this an
amazing event for
campus.

Individually wrapped incentive toys: action figures,
barbie dolls, fidget spinners, Legos, matchbox cars
and hot wheels

Sporting goods: basketballs, footballs, skateboards,
soccer balls, helmets, water bottles

Gift cards for outings (local Hanover or Gettysburg):
bowling centers, movie theaters, roller-skating
rinks, restaurants, swimming pools, Hickory Falls,
Gettysburg Outlets

3rd Annual

Other: men’s and women’s socks – all sizes, throw
blankets, body wash, hoodies, fashion jewelry, nonspiral bound notebooks, special occasion greeting
cards, sunglasses, inspirational signs/posters
If you would like to make a donation or purchase an
item, please contact Alicia Stanley, VP of Development
at astanley@hoffmanhomes.com or 717-359-7148
x4500. We are only able to accept donations of NEW
items. Please keep in mind the average age of the
children we serve is 13.

HELMETS ON 10AM

RAIN OR SHINE

SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 1
2019

Begin & End at Battlefield Harley-Davidson
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n Friday, November 2nd,
we held our Black Tie &
Blue Jeans Gala. We are
grateful to have had so many
wonderful, caring people in the
room supporting our mission.
The evening consisted of dinner,
dancing, a silent and live auction, a
video about our program, and we
were fortunate to have the family of
a former child in care speak to our
guests about how Hoffman Homes
has helped her son. We were
honored to have Melissa Harrop
share her personal experience, and
provide insight into what families
go through every day.

Save the date for the

2019 Black Tie &
Blue Jeans Gala
November 1, 2019

A special thank you goes out to
our sponsors for the evening:

Black Tie Sponsor
Hanover Home Association
PNC Bank

Blue Jeans Sponsor
Ox Industries

Diamonds & Denim Sponsor
Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Cufflinks & Cutoffs Sponsor
Glatfelter Insurance Group
JD Carpets, Inc.
Roy & Kathi Blose
Vic & Sarah McCloskey

Bowties & Boots Sponsor
AquaPhoenix Scientific
BrickStreet Insurance
Capital BlueCross
Jerry & Betty Lambert
Schmuck Lumber Co.
Weber Insurance

At a new location:

Wyndham Gettysburg

Leave a gift in your will to ensure a
brighter future for children
in our community.

Contact Alicia Stanley, VP of Marketing & Development for a tour and to learn more about our program.

www.hoffmanhomes.com I astanley@hoffmanhomes.com I 717-359-7148 x4500
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The mission of Hoffman Homes for Youth is to
be committed to promoting personal growth and
achievement of those we serve through continuous
quality improvement, education, staff development
and the use of evidence-based practices.

Miss Pennsylvania Spreads Holiday
Cheer to Hoffman Academy

O

n December 14, 2018, Miss Pennsylvania, Kayla Repasky visited the children at
Hoffman Academy! She read The Polar Express and shared hot chocolate and
cookies with the students. Kayla also donated copies of her book, Buddy and
the Bully, for each classroom. Thank you, Kayla, for spreading holiday cheer to the
children in care!

